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(c) When the lubricator is initially
installed on the well, it shall be suc-
cessfully pressure tested to the ex-
pected shut-in surface pressure.

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988. Redesignated and
amended at 63 FR 29479, 29485, May 29, 1998]

Subpart G—Abandonment of
Wells

§ 250.700 General requirements.
(a) The lessee shall abandon all wells

in a manner to assure downhole isola-
tion of hydrocarbon zones, protection
of freshwater aquifers, clearance of
sites so as to avoid conflict with other
uses of the Outer Continental Shelf
(OCS), and prevention of migration of
formation fluids within the wellbore or
to the seafloor. Any well which is no
longer used or useful for lease oper-
ations shall be plugged and abandoned
in accordance with the provisions of
this subpart. However, no production
well shall be abandoned until its lack
of capacity for further profitable pro-
duction of oil, gas, or sulphur has been
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the
District Supervisor. No well shall be
plugged if the plugging operations
would jeopardize safe and economic op-
erations of nearby wells, unless the
well poses a hazard to safety or the en-
vironment.

(b) Lessees must plug and abandon
all well bores, remove all platforms or
other facilities, and clear the ocean of
all obstructions to other users. This
obligation:

(1) Accrues to the lessee when the
well is drilled, the platform or other fa-
cility is installed, or the obstruction is
created; and

(2) Is the joint and several responsi-
bility of all lessees and owners of oper-
ating rights under the lease at the time
the obligation accrues, and of each fu-
ture lessee or owner of operating
rights, until the obligation is satisfied
under the requirements of this part.

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988, as amended at 62
FR 27955, May 22, 1997. Redesignated at 63 FR
29479, May 29, 1998]

§ 250.701 Approvals.
The lessee shall not commence aban-

donment operations without prior ap-
proval of the District Supervisor. The

lessee shall submit a request on Form
MMS–124, Sundry Notices and Reports
on Wells, for approval to abandon a
well and a subsequent report of aban-
donment within 30 days from comple-
tion of the work in accordance with the
following:

(a) Notice of Intent to Abandon Well. A
request for approval to abandon a well
shall contain the reason for abandon-
ment including supportive well logs
and test data, a description and sche-
matic of proposed work including
depths, type, location, length of plugs,
the plans for mudding, cementing,
shooting, testing, casing removal, and
other pertinent information.

(b) Subsequent report of abandonment.
The subsequent report of abandonment
shall include a description of the man-
ner in which the abandonment or plug-
ging work was accomplished, including
the nature and quantities of materials
used in the plugging, and all informa-
tion listed in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion with a revised schematic. If an at-
tempt was made to cut and pull any
casing string, the subsequent report
shall include a description of the meth-
ods used, size of casing removed, depth
of the casing removal point, and the
amount of the casing removed from the
well.

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988, as amended at 58
FR 49928, Sept. 24, 1993. Redesignated at 63
FR 29479, May 29, 1998]

§ 250.702 Permanent abandonment.

(a) Isolation of zones in open hole. In
uncased portions of wells, cement plugs
shall be set to extend from a minimum
of 100 feet below the bottom to 100 feet
above the top of any oil, gas, or fresh-
water zones to isolate fluids in the
strata in which they are found and to
prevent them from escaping into other
strata or to the seafloor. The place-
ment of additional cement plugs to
prevent the migration of formation
fluids in the wellbore may be required
by the District Supervisor.

(b) Isolation of open hole. Where there
is an open hole below the casing, a ce-
ment plug shall be placed in the deep-
est casing by the displacement method
and shall extend a minimum of 100 feet
above and 100 feet below the casing
shoe. In lieu of setting a cement plug
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